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This unit, THE PEOPLE OF OSAKA PREFECTURE, first examines life in 
the crowded industrial city of Osaka. The Tanaka family has many of 
the benefits of modern life, but has also paid its price in terms of 
pressure. In Sechigo, a small town in the south of the Prefecture, the 
Noda family lives in a more peaceful way and makes its living with a 
small bathtub factory. In Toyonaka, the Katos own a small store, and 
Shigeru Mori,who is a social outcast because his ancestors were 
leatherworkers and butchers—jobs considered dirty by the Japanese— 
works in a small village sandal factory. But Sechigo and Toyonaka 

are changing. The farming land is rapidly disappearing as cities grow 
and population centralizes, and the Nodas and Katos cannot be sure 
what is in store for them. The similarities with our own urban life are 
evident and form a focal point for discussions on the values and 
advantages of modern living. 
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In Osaka City 


Tadashi Tanaka stopped to rest. He had two 
more flights of stairs to climb. 

“Tadashi! Why are you so late?” 

Tadashi turned around. His older sister 
Miyoshi was coming up the stairs behind 
him. 

“Mr. Hara kept me late for my writing 
class;’ Tadashi said. “Why are you so late?” 

“Tl had my music class after school. I guess 
I stayed too long’’ Miyoshi answered. 

They walked up the rest of the stairs 
together. As they reached the fifth floor, 
Tadashi could smell different cooking odours 
drifting from under the apartment doors. 

‘Tm really hungry tonight/’ Tadashi said, 
feeling his stomach growl. “I hope Mother 
has something good for dinner?’ 





How do the appliances in 
Mrs. Tanaka’s kitchen help her in 
preparing meals? 


Tadashi opened the door to the Tanaka 
apartment. He could tell his mother was 
cooking one of his favourite foods. 

“Mother, we’re home!” shouted Tadashi. 
The children took off their shoes and placed 
them next to the others on the floor inside 
the door. 

“Miyo chan, Tada chan,’ Kimiko Tanaka 
called from the kitchen. “You are late?’ 

“Yes, Mother,’ replied Tadashi. “Mr. Hara 
made me stay late. I am having trouble 
writing with a brush, but I’m getting better?’ 

“Miyo chan, why are you late?” Mrs. 
Tanaka asked. 

‘I forgot to look at the clock, Mother,’ 
Miyoshi answered. 

“It worries me when you are late. Please 
try to be more careful in the future. 

“Now would you please wash and get 
ready for dinner. Your father must work 
late again tonight. He will not be here in 
time for dinner?’ 





Walking to the bathroom, Tadashi said, 
“T wish Father didn’t always have to work 
so late. We never get to see him anymore.” 

From the kitchen, Mrs. Tanaka answered, 
“Your father works hard so we can have a 
home of our own someday.’ 

As Tadashi washed his hands, he thought 
about what his mother had said. He thought 
about how long his mother and father had 
been talking about a home of their own 
outside Osaka City. They had started talking 
about it even before they moved to the 
danchi—the government apartment building 
where they live now. That was over two 
years ago. Tadashi wondered if they would 
ever really have their own home. 


Learning to write with a brush 
takes a lot of practice. Why do 
you suppose it is difficult to 
write with a brush? 





~~ 


As he left the bathroom, Tadashi bumped 
into Miyoshi, who was coming from the 
little room where the toilet was. 

Soup was waiting on the low dining table 
in the main room of the apartment. Just as 
they were about to sit down, the front door 
opened. Nobuo Tanaka walked in. 

“Papa!” the two children shouted together. 

“Ym home,’ Mr. Tanaka said. “I was able 
to finish my work early. I see I am just in 
time for dinner. It smells delicious. And it’s 
warm in here too. I’ve been cold all day?’ 

While Mr. Tanaka washed, the children 
seated themselves on the mat-covered floor. 
When the family was all seated at the table, 
Mrs. Tanaka began serving. 

As they were eating, Tadashi said, “VWhen 
we go downtown tomorrow I would like to 
get a new kite. Could I, Father?” 

“I would like to get some goldfish,’ 
Miyoshi added. ‘T'll take care of them 
myself?” 

“Let's finish our meal. We'll talk about 
those things tomorrow. I would like you 
both to bathe and get to bed early tonight/’ 
Mrs. Tanaka said. 

“Can we watch TV?” Tadashi asked. 

“You both were up very late last night 
working on your homework,’ his mother 
answered. 

“I know, Mother, but tomorrow’s a school 
holiday. My favourite programme is on 
tonight,” Tadashi pleaded. 

Finally Mrs. Tanaka agreed. “If you are 
both bathed and ready for bed by the time 
the programme starts, I suppose you can stay 
up to see it?’ 





In cold weather a small heater | 


kept under the dinner table 
What do you think is the 
purpose of the cloth that is hung 
around the table? 





As Miyoshi and Tadashi were finishing 
their meal, Mr. Tanaka asked Tadashi to 
turn on the television set. Miyoshi began 
clearing away the dishes. Mrs. Tanaka went 
to the bathroom to turn on the water in 
the bathtub. 

“It’s almost time for the programme to 
start,” Miyoshi said. “Please hurry with your 
bath so I can have mine. I don’t want to 
miss the whole programme.” 

Tadashi scrubbed himself clean with soap 
and water outside the tub before he got into 
the hot water. He did not want to take time 
to enjoy the bath now. Television was 
more important. 


How do you suppose the 
members of the Tanaka family 
feel about spending an evening 
together? 
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He quickly dried himself and put on his 
pyjamas. His father was still sitting at the 
low dining table when he came back to the 
main room. Now it was Miyoshi’s turn in 


the bathtub. 


The programme Tadashi had hurried for 
was about to start. While the commercials 
were on, he looked out the window. The 
lights from the city glowed in the night sky. 
He tried to see some stars, but the smog 
kept them from shining through. Tadashi 
wondered if it would rain tomorrow. 

The programme began, and Tadashi settled 
down on the quilt his mother had spread 
for him. Soon Miyoshi joined her brother 
on her own quilt, and the two of them 
watched the rest of the program together. 

Neither one of the children heard their 
mother quietly turn off the television set 
after her bath. They did not hear their 
father finish his bath and join his wife on 
their quilt. The whine of a jet taking off 
from Osaka International Airport faded in 
the distance. Somewhere below, a train 
clattered by. It was nearly midnight, and the 
Tanaka family was asleep. 














To the Hankyu Department Store 


The danchi began to come to life. Footsteps 
in the hall, voices from below, and water 
running in neighbouring apartments awakened 
Tadashi. He blinked and looked around 
him. The morning sun was beginning to 
stream in through the window, lighting bits 
of dust floating in the air. It was Saturday 
and a special school holiday. Tadashi tickled 
his sister. 

“What are you doing?” Miyoshi grumbled. 
She rolled over and saw the clock. It was 
7:30. “Oh, it’s too early, Tada chan. Go 
back to sleep?’ 

Tadashi lay back on his quilt and stared 
up at the ceiling. He could not go back to 
sleep. Instead he thought of all the things 
he would see and do today. He could hear 
the sounds of the city. Cars were passing by 
in the street below. Tadashi thought 
everyone must be up except the Tanaka 
family. 

At last his father stirred and sat up. 
“Good morning, Tada chan,’ he said. 

“Good morning, Papa/’ Tadashi answered. 
“When are we going to go downtown?” 

“What? Are we going downtown today?” 
Mr. Tanaka asked. 

“You promised us, Papa! Don’t you 
remember?” Tadashi knew his father was 
kidding. 

“So I did, so I did. Let’s get up, so we 
can have breakfast.’ 

An hour later, the family had dressed, 
eaten its breakfast, straightened up the 
apartment, and was on its way. Going 
down the stairs, Mr. Tanaka said, “I wish 
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Osaka City Hall and other 
government buildings are located 
on the island at the centre of 

this picture. How can you tell 
that space is very valuable in 
Osaka City? 


Can you find on the map the 
part of Osaka City shown in the 
picture on this page? Can you 
find the Hankyu Department 
Store? What other places can 
you find that are mentioned in 
the text or shown in pictures? 





the government had put elevators in this 
building!” 

His wife agreed. Some days she went up 
and down the stairs four or five times. 

The four Tanakas came out into the 
morning sun. Walking along the sidewalk, 
Tadashi looked up at the buildings around 
him. In some windows he saw grown-ups 
looking out at the new day. In other 
windows, children were watching the people 
and cars passing by below. 

Miyoshi and Tadashi walked on ahead of 
their parents. They waited for their father 
and mother at the entrance to the subway 
station. 
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Some men work pushing 
passengers on board the subway. 
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Inside the station, the Tanakas hardly had 
room enough to stand. A distant roar and 
clatter echoed along the tunnel. A train was 
about to arrive. As it pulled to a stop, 
Tadashi saw the sign on the front. The 
train was going where the family wanted to 
go—the Umeda district. 

They got on the train through its sliding 
doors. Before reaching the Umeda station, 
the train stopped several times. At each 
stop, more people got on the train than got 
off. By the time it reached the Umeda 
station there was no room left for any more 
people. The Tanakas had trouble squeezing 
their way off the train before it started up 
again. 
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The Umeda district can be 
reached by train and subway. 
What are some other forms of 
transportation used by the 
people of Osaka City? 





As they walked out of the subway station 
at Umeda, Tadashi looked around him. A 
brownish haze dimmed the sunlight. The 
smog was even worse downtown than at the 
danchi. Soot was drifting down from the 
sky like tiny snowflakes. The family was 
looking forward to spending several hours 
in the Hankyu Department Store. 

The traffic light changed, and a wall of 
trucks and taxis quickly formed at the edge 
of the crosswalk. The Tanakas were carried 
along in a wave of people hurrying across 
the street. 

When they reached the other side, 
Miyoshi and Tadashi ran ahead to look at 
the windows of the department store. 


Can you tell which flowers are 
real and which are plastic? 


The first window was full of flowers. It 
was hard to tell which of the flowers were 
real and which were plastic. The second 
window was a display of colour television sets. 

The third window was empty, except for 
a table and four chairs. There were micro- 
phones sitting on top of the table. Tadashi 
read a sign on the floor of the window. 

It said a radio talk show took place there 
every afternoon. People were invited to 
watch the show from the sidewalk. 

“Mother, can we watch the radio show 
this afternoon?” Tadashi asked as Mrs. 
Tanaka caught up with her children. 

“T think that will be all right/’ Mrs. Tanaka 
answered. “But let’s get off this busy 
sidewalk” 
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From the department store roof 
the Tanakas can see Osaka’s main 
railway station. 








Entering the store, Tadashi looked at the 
crowd of people moving around the main 
floor. Everybody seemed to be buying 
something. 

The family walked toward the “up” 
escalator. Mr. and Mrs. Tanaka knew their 
children were eager to get to the playland 
on the roof. 

The city spread out before them in a thick 
haze as they walked to the screened-off edge 
of the roof. Looking down on Osaka’s busy 
streets, they saw cars which seemed to be 
going in all directions. Bunches of people 
were going in and out of buildings and 
crowding the sidewalks. Across the broad 
square in front of the department store, they 
could see the main railway station. 


sd 


“Papa, could I have a coin to look through 
those binoculars?” Tadashi asked. 

Mr. Tanaka gave each of his children a 
ten-yen coin for the coin-operated binoculars. 
Tadashi focused on a Boeing 747 jet about to 
land at the airport. Miyoshi focused on 
Osaka Castle. It was difficult to see because 
of the smog. 

“Could we go to the park by Osaka 
Castle tomorrow?” Miyoshi asked. 

“T could try my new kite if there’s a wind,’ 
Tadashi added, hoping he would be able to 
buy a new kite today. 

“That sounds like a good idea/” Mr. 
Tanaka answered. “Right now wouldn't you 
like to go on some rides?” 

Mr. and Mrs. Tanaka watched as Miyoshi 
and Tadashi rode the small roller coaster and 
the train. They laughed as they watched 
their children bumping into each other in the 
self-drive cars. 








| Why do you suppose having a 
large airport would be important 
to a city like Osaka? 


How do you think Miyoshi and 
Tadashi feel about their ride? 
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In what ways 1s the roof of the 
Hankyu Department Store like 
amusement parks or carnivals 


you have visited? 
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As they were buying some popcorn, 
Miyoshi spotted the goldfish stand. “Father, 
can we get some fish to take home?” she 
asked. 

‘It’s up to your mother. She will have to 
take care of them)’ Mr. Tanaka said. 

“Mother, would it be all right? I’ll take 
care of them myself’ Miyoshi pleaded. 

Mrs. Tanaka agreed. Mr. Tanaka gave 


Miyoshi the money to buy a thin paper net. 


She could keep as many as she could catch 
before the net fell apart. 

Standing close to the glass tank, Miyoshi 
reached in. 

“Get that one, get that one!” Tadashi 
shouted. Miyoshi scooped out four fish 
before her net tore. Tadashi said, “I could 
have caught twice that many.’ 


ihe) 


The Hankyu Department Store 
has several different kinds of 
restaurants. How did the Tanakas 
choose one? 
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The fish were put into a plastic bag filled 
with water. Miyoshi carried them off 
proudly. 

“Let’s not forget to buy some food for the 
fish before we leave today,’ Mrs. Tanaka 
said. 

“Speaking of food,’ said Mr. Tanaka, “J 
would like to have some lunch. What about 
the rest of you?” 

There were many restaurants to choose 
from, but the Tanakas decided to eat at the 
closest one—a little snack bar which served 
broiled chicken. They knew the main 
restaurant would be crowded with hungry 
shoppers. The last time they ate there, the 
sounds of clanging dishes, crying babies, 
talking people, and recorded music had 
made it hard to talk. Besides, Miyoshi and 
Tadashi were anxious to eat and be on their 
way. They all had their own special places 
to visit in the store. 


Miyoshi and Tadashi ate quickly, then 
waited for their parents to finish. 

“If you children would like to look at the 
doll display, you may. We will be there in 
a few minutes)” Mr. Tanaka said. 

Excusing themselves, Miyoshi and Tadashi 
left the snack bar. Their parents remained a 
few moments longer by themselves. 

“Tadashi is growing up,’ Mr. Tanaka said 
as he watched his children walk away. “We 
will have to begin thinking more seriously 
about his college education” | 

“Yes,” answered his wife. “He is in the 
second grade now, and in no time he will 
have to be taking tests for high school.” 

‘It is going to take a great amount of 
money. We will have to plan carefully,’ 

Mr. Tanaka said. 

‘T hope we will be able to buy our own 
home, too. Do you think it will be possible?” 
Mrs. Tanaka asked. 

Mr. Tanaka did not have the answer to 


that question. 


How do you think Tadashi feels 
about his visit to the toy 
department? 
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What are some of the things the 
Tanakas enjoy about the Hankyu 
Department Store? 
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Mr. and Mrs. Tanaka joined their children 
at the doll display. They spent nearly two 
hours exploring the huge store. Tadashi got 
his new kite. Mrs. Tanaka bought a new 
dress. Miyoshi remembered to buy fish food. 
Mr. Tanaka thought about buying a new 
sportshirt, but decided against it. 

“T think I’d like to go home,’ Tadashi said. 
The whole family agreed. 

As they walked out of the store into the 
hazy afternoon sun, the crowds of people. 
seemed larger and more pushy. A group of 
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Every day Osaka’s subways move 
thousands of people from place 
to place in the city. What do 
you think the signs in the 
subway are for? 
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people were gathered in front of the talk- 
show window. The Tanakas stopped to 
watch the show for a few minutes, but there 
were too many people for them to see it 
very well. They moved on. 

The subway ride home was less crowded 
than the ride that morning. There were 
enough empty seats for all four of them to 
sit down. Tadashi sat next to his mother, 
with his head on her lap. The steady clatter 
of the train’s wheels on the track soon put 
him to sleep. Everyone was tired. 

When they had climbed the five flights 
of stairs to their apartment, Mr. Tanaka 
suggested they all take a short nap. Tadashi 
was asleep again almost before his head 
was on his quilt. 


No 
ies) 





Many kite-flying contests are 
held in the park near Osaka 
Castle. 
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Miyoshi and Tadashi: 
Life is Mostly School 


Early Sunday morning Tadashi looked out 
the apartment window. The sky was blue 
and clear. A breeze was blowing in from 
off the bay. It was a good day to visit the 
park near Osaka Castle. 

Mrs. Tanaka and Miyoshi prepared a 
picnic lunch to take along. Tadashi put his 
new kite together. 

When the Tanakas arrived at the park, 
they saw other people had had the same 
idea. People were sitting around on quilts 
and blankets eating picnic lunches. The sky 
was filled with hundreds of kites. 

‘Tadashi had no trouble getting his kite to 
fly. When Miyoshi tried it, she got the kite 
caught in a tree. 





After eating their picnic lunch, the 
Tanakas returned to their apartment. Mrs. 
Tanaka had some sewing to do. Miyoshi 
had some homework to finish for Monday. 
Mr. Tanaka and Tadashi walked to the little 
park near the danchi to play catch with a 
baseball. 

The family ate an early dinner in their 
kitchen. Then they followed the Japanese 
tradition of having the father bathe first, 
then the son, then the daughter, and finally 
the mother. 

Before he knew it, Tadashi was being 
awakened by his mother. 

“Get up, Tada chan. It’s Monday. You 
have only half an hour to get ready for 
school?” 

“T wish school was over,’ Tadashi 
grumbled. “All I do is go to school and 
come home and do homework.’ 

‘I know you'd rather play baseball and 
watch TV/’ Mrs. Tanaka said. “But you 
know you must do well in school to get 
into the best high school and university:’ 

Mr. Tanaka was already up and dressed. 
Miyoshi was getting her homework papers 
together. 

While Miyoshi and Tadashi and their 
father were eating breakfast, Mrs. Tanaka 
announced it was almost 7:45—time for all 
of them to be on their way. Tadashi quickly 
gathered up his homework papers and put 
them in his backpack, then put his pack on. 
The three of them stopped to put on their 
shoes as they left the apartment. They 
walked down the five flights of stairs 
together. 
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“Good-by, Papa;’ Myoshi said, going off 
down the street with her little brother. 

“Have a good day, children,’ their father 
replied. He walked toward the subway 
station. 

Miyoshi and Tadashi stopped now and 
then on their way to school to watch people 
working in the little shops lining the 
streets. They saw men sharpening saws and 
fixing bicycles; women pressing clothes and 
making cakes; even a dentist working on 
people’s teeth. 

As they walked along a narrow street, 
Tadashi was nearly run down by a car. 
Miyoshi told him to watch where he was 
walking. The angry driver honked at him 
as he passed by. 





Miyoshi and Tadashi pass many 
small shops on their way to 
school. What are some of the 
things sold in the shops¢ 
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The Tokaido line’s bullet train 
covers the 320 miles between 
Osaka City and Tokyo in about 
three hours. About how fast 
does it travel? 
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They turned a corner and ran the rest of 
the way to school. Tadashi thought they 
must be late because there were so few 
children in front of the school. 

The hallways inside the building echoed 
with the sounds of boys and girls walking 
to their classrooms. Mr. Yamada, Tadashi’s 
teacher, was already standing beside the door 
to his room. Tadashi bowed politely to his 
teacher as he entered and went to his desk. 

The students spent most of Monday 
morning talking about Osaka Prefecture. 
During the past months they had visited 
some of the Prefecture’s shrines and temples. 
They had also gone on a tour of the big 
food market. Not long ago, Tadashi’s class 
visited the New Osaka Railway Station. 
They saw a bullet train—one of the fastest 
trains in the world. Next week the class was 
going to visit Osaka Castle and the main 
Prefecture offices. They were even going to 
meet the governor of Osaka Prefecture. 


Vegetables from all over Osaka 
Prefecture are sold at the Central 
Wholesale Market. Why do you 
think Mr. Yamada would want 

his students to visit this market? 


Osaka Castle is nearly 400 years 
old. Inside the castle, visitors 
can tour a museum or climb to 
the top of the tower for a view 
of the city. Why do you think 
Mr. Yamada would want his 
students to visit Osaka Castle? 





Just before lunch, Mr. Yamada took the 
class to the playground. For 15 minutes he 
led them in warming-up exercises. Then 
they had free play until the noon bell 
sounded. 

While Tadashi was eating his lunch with 
some of his friends back in the classroom, 
they started talking about the all-school 
. sports day coming up. Most of the boys and 
| ope :. or girls had been practising running and 








In Japan, developing the body is jumping for weeks. Tadashi thought he 

as important as developing the might win the long jump if he practised 
mind. At Tadashi’s school, what 

has been provided to help enough. He knew there were two boys who 
develop the body? could possibly beat him—so it would take 


a lot of practice. 
The room-was stuffy in the afternoon. 
For a while Mr. Yamada went from desk to 
desk helping the students with their reading. 
At last the final bell sounded. It was 3:30. 
Tadashi had the rest of the afternoon to 
himself. He thought he would try to get all 
of his homework finished before dinner. 





Then he would be free to watch television. 








In what ways is Tadashi’s school 
like yours? In what ways are the 
two different? 
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This picture shows one of Osaka 
City’s most serious problems. 

What is the problem? What do 
you think can be done about it? 





Kimiko Tanaka: The One Inside 


After her family had left for the day, Mrs. 
Tanaka sat down for a cup of tea. She 
opened the window in the main room to 
let in some air. 

Looking out at the view, she could hardly 
see the buildings through the smog. Here 
and there sparrows landed on window sills 
looking for crumbs of food. Mrs. Tanaka 
thought of the clean air, the blue skies, and 
the quiet of the snow country where she 
grew up. Even after 12 years of living in 
Osaka City she had not grown used to the 
crowded, busy life. 

Life in the danchi is not bad. It was 
worth the two years the Tanakas waited to 
move in. But it is not like having a home 
of their own. 


ol 
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Grandma Ueda js alone in the 
world. How is it possible to be 
alone in a large, crowded city? 
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Mrs. Tanaka thought about the three big 
rooms the family had rented in Tennoji. 
Two of the rooms were downstairs and one 
was on the second floor, up a steep ladder. 
It was their first home in Osaka City. Even 
though it was in part of an old house, it 
was still home. 

She thought about old Grandma Ueda, 
who owned the house and lived in part of 
it by herself. Grandma Ueda’s sons had 
married and moved away. So she rented out 
some of the extra rooms to other families. 

Along the side and back of the house was 
a little garden with pine trees, flowering 
shrubs, and moss-covered rocks. Except in 
very bad weather, Grandma Ueda would be 
out sweeping and watering the garden 
almost every day at dawn. The rest of the 
day she would just sit in her room, not 


doing anything. She watched silently as 
people went in and out of her house. 

In some ways the Tennoji place was not 
very comfortable. The danchi kitchen is 
sometimes too small, but it is bright and 
clean. It has a gas stove, a refrigerator, and 
an automatic rice-cooker. The Tennoji 
kitchen was big and dark. The ceiling was 
coated with layers of soot from years of 
burning charcoal in the stove. 

In winter, the other rooms were damp 
and cold. Miyoshi and Tadashi always 
seemed to have colds and fevers. The 
bathtub heater had to have a fire built in it 
to heat the water. 

Also, the family shared a bathroom and 
toilet with Grandma Ueda. In the middle 
of the night, if someone made noise going 
to the toilet, she often woke up and shouted, 
“What's happening? Who's there?” 

There were days when Grandma Ueda 
would have the priest come and visit. The 
two of them would kneel in front of the 
tablets of her dead husband. They would 
chant prayers for hours, until you wanted to 
turn the TV all the way up to block out the 
noise. 

Still, some days Grandma Ueda was fun 
to listen to. She would talk about her life 
as a girl, when there were no cars, airplanes, 
or movies. 

Mrs. Tanaka decided she had daydreamed 
enough. The morning was slipping by. She 
gathered up the quilts from the floor of the 
main room and carried them to the outside 
balcony. She hung the bedding over the 
railing to air out. 
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How does having appliances 
make Mrs. Tanaka’s life easier? 
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Back inside, she gathered up her family’s 
dirty clothes and put them in the washing 
machine. If the clothes were washed early 
in the day, they could be hung outside to 
dry before the smog got too bad. Sometimes 
the smog would get the clean laundry dirty 
again. 

She set to work cleaning up the kitchen. 
There was a knock on the door. It was the 
man delivering the 50-pound sack of rice 
she had ordered. 

By the time Mrs. Tanaka had finished the 
vacuuming, it was time for lunch. She fixed 
herself some tea and a little food. 

Most afternoons, Mrs. Tanaka reads and 
studies. Sometimes she watches educational 
programmes on television. Today she wanted 
to spend some time studying mathematics. 

Part of her job as a mother is to help 
Miyoshi and Tadashi with their homework. 
She goes over it with them every evening 
when they have finished. But to do a good 
job of it, she needs to study some of the 
subjects that have changed since she was 
in school. 

Mr. Tanaka doesn’t have time to follow his 
children’s schoolwork closely. And anyway, 
he often does not get home until late in the 
evening. Once the children are in junior 
high school, they will need to take special 
after-school classes that will prepare them 
for the tests to get into high school. That 
costs extra, and Mrs. Tanaka has to be sure 
there will be money in the savings account 
when the time comes. 

When Mrs. Tanaka finished studying, she 
decided to take some time to visit with her 





Why do you suppose Mrs. Tanaka 
might enjoy going shopping? 





friends. On many afternoons, some of the 
wives in the danchi gather on the steps and 
talk. When she reached the stairs, three of 
her friends were already sitting there sewing 
and talking. 

Mrs. Tanaka told her friends she was 
going to take a job as a part-time teacher 
next year. That way she could be home 
when her children returned from school in 
the afternoons. The extra money she would 
earn would be helpful. She and her 
husband could buy their own home that 
much sooner. 

After a little while Mrs. Tanaka thought 
she heard Tadashi’s voice. Excusing herself 
from her friends, she walked back to the 
apartment. Tadashi was not to be seen. The 
voice must have been someone else. 

Mrs. Tanaka looked at the clock and saw 
that it was too early for Tadashi to be home 
from school. She decided not to return to 
her friends. She would do a little more 
studying. Then the family would be home 
before long, and it would be time for dinner 
and bed again. Tomorrow would be a 
shopping day. 
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More than one thousand ships 
enter and leave the Port of 
Osaka each day. New land is 
being created by filling in the 
waters of the bay. Why do you 
suppose there is a need for more 
land in this area? 
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Nobuo Tanaka: A Love for Ships 


After leaving his children in the morning, 
Mr. Tanaka got on the subway train for the 
30-minute ride to his job. As he rode along 
he began thinking about his own mother 
and father and the small waterfront town 
where he grew up. His father had sold boat 
supplies in a little shop of his own. It was 
in that shop that Mr. Tanaka first dreamed 
of becoming a ship’s captain. He used to 
stand around and listen to the tales of ship’s 
officers and seamen who came into the store 
to buy things from his father. 

As a boy, he built a large collection of 
model ships and boats. By the time he had 





finished high school his mind was made up. 
Instead of a ship’s captain, he would become 
a ship designer. It took several years of hard 
study at Tokyo Technical University for him 
to earn his degree in ship design. As soon 
as he graduated, he found his present job 

in Osaka City. 

As he got off the subway train, Mr. 
Tanaka thought about his job. He is well 
paid. He receives a regular salary and twice- 
a-year bonuses. He will probably never be 
fired. And, he and his family can vacation 
at the company’s large mountain resort. The 
Japanese call a man with a job like Mr. 


Many of the ships that are built Tanaka's a salary thease 


by the company Mr. Tanaka At the main entrance of the company’s 
works for are sold to other building, employees were arriving for work. 
countries. Can you tell what 
kind of ship is being completed 
in this picture? 


People were standing around in groups 
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The skills of hundreds of men 
are needed to build this tanker. 
What different kinds of jobs do 
you see? 
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waiting for the elevator. But Mr. Tanaka was 
in a hurry. He used the stairs and walked 
up to his floor. A secretary motioned to him 
as he walked to his drawing board. She 
asked him if he would guide some English- 
speaking visitors through the company after 
work. 

Mr. Tanaka speaks English easily and well. 
He learned the language while he was a 
college student in Tokyo. One of his best 
friends was a man from Canada. 

Mr. Tanaka has travelled to Europe and to 
the United States to visit foreign ship- 
building companies. Some of the companies 
have offered him jobs. Once in a while he 
thinks about taking a job with a foreign 
company, but two problems have stopped 
him. He has some ideas about building a 
cargo submarine. He doubts whether a 


The outside of a ship Is as 
important as the inside. Can you 


tell what is being done to this 
ship? 


foreign company would let him try out his 
design. His own company is very interested 
in the plan. 

The other problem would be whether he 
could ever come back and work in a 
Japanese company again. None of the good 
companies he knows about seem willing to 
hire a man if he has been working for a 
foreign company. If they do hire him, he 
does not get a very good job. 

Mr. Tanaka likes some Western things 
better than Japanese. He especially likes 
Western-style breakfasts, which his wife 
makes sometimes. Fried eggs with toast and 











Machines and tools of many 
different sizes help men build 
ships. What kinds of machines 
or tools do you see? What 
material do you suppose is used 
to construct most of the ships 
and ship-building equipment? 
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jam taste better to him than raw eggs, 
seaweed, and rice. But he would miss his 
Japanese bath. 

Mr. Tanaka is also proud of what Japan 
has done in the years since he was a boy. 
No other nation has a constitution forbidding 
it ever to go to war again. Mr. Tanaka 
sometimes reminds visitors, as he takes 
them through his company, that Japan has 
been showing the world how to compete 
peacefully in business and science. 


This is one of the largest rooms 
in the world. What do you think 
is happening here? 





On the other hand, he is not so pleased 
about what has been happening inside 
Japan. Life is much more convenient, but 
prices and taxes seem to keep rising all the 
time. The traffic and the crowding make 
him wonder if there ever will be enough 
roads and housing. He doesn’t mind the 
apartment, but he knows he will never be 
satisfied until his family lives in a home of 
its own with a small garden. 

The weather in Osaka Prefecture seems 
to have changed too. Now there seem to be 
only two seasons—warm haze and cold haze. 
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Outside Osaka City 


Ichiro Noda lives in the southern part of 
Osaka Prefecture, in the small town of 
Sechigo. He and his family own two acres 
of good farmland. The Nodas are able to 
grow rice in the spring and summer, and 
vegetables in the fall and winter. 

Ichiro sells his vegetables to people who 
take them to the Central Wholesale Market 
in Osaka City. Grocers come to the big 
market and buy the vegetables for their own 
stores. 

Like many farmers, Ichiro is a member of 
the local Co-operative. He sells his rice to 
it. The Co-operative then takes care of 
selling the rice for all its members. It also 
buys fertilizer for them, lends them money, 
keeps their savings, runs a store with farm 
tools and supplies, and even plans vacation 
trips for them. 
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What do you think is the 
purpose of the ditches on this 
farm near Sechigo? 


What kinds of goods are 
produced in the area around 
Sechigo? What different kinds of 
goods are produced in the area 
around Osaka City? 





But in a few years, the land that is being 
used for farming now will be covered with 
buildings. New houses, apartment buildings, 
and stores are already beginning to go up. 
Sechigo will become another suburb of 
Osaka City. 

A few years ago, Ichiro discovered that 
farming did not give him enough money to 
buy all the things he wanted for his family. 
He has a wife, three children, and his retired 
parents to take care of. He decided he 
would have to find more work. 

Ichiro’s brother, Jiro, had been working in 
a bathtub factory for several years. He had 
learned how to build fine bathtubs. The two 
brothers decided to start a little factory of 
their own. They built a small workshop 
next to Ichiro’s house on the farm. They 
knew they would need extra workers, so 
they built some rooms where the workers 
could live. 
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Japanese bathtubs sometimes last 
longer than the houses they are 
in. Before a bathtub is 
completed it must go through 
many stages of construction. 
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Now the Noda Bathtub Factory is busy 
most of the time. Its bathtubs are sold in 
stores in Osaka City. However, Ichiro cannot 
promise his workers a job forever. The 11 
people who work for him can continue to 
work only as long as there are orders for 
bathtubs. When the orders stop, the work 
stops. The workers will have to look for 
other jobs. Also, Ichiro cannot pay for 
vacations for his workers, or send them 
to a resort. 

Ichiro spends most of his day driving his 
truck to pick up lumber and hardware or 
to deliver bathtubs. 
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What kinds of tools do Ichiro 
and Jiro need to build their 
bathtubs? What kinds of skills 
do they need? 





Two or three times a year Ichiro must 
work in his fields for several days in a row. 
This only happens when a crop is ready to 
be planted or harvested. Everybody in the 
family helps then. Even the older folks 
come out to do some of the easier jobs, 
such as fixing snacks or getting seedlings 
ready. For weeks ahead of time, neighbours 
and relatives arrange to work in each other’s 
fields. Family members who work in the city 
get time off to help. 

The rest of the year, Ichiro goes to his 
fields only once every few days. He pulls 
weeds or checks for insect damage. Some- 
times he sprays for insects or makes sure 
the water is at the right height for the plants. 
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Shizue often spends all day 
working outside. What kinds of 
jobs does she do? 
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Shizue, Ichiro’s wife, is really the farmer 
of the family. She is the one who feeds the 
hogs and chickens, gathers the eggs, tends 
the garden, and keeps a close watch over the 
crops in the main fields. Grandmother and 
Grandfather Noda work with her now and 
then if the weather is fair. But they are 
getting too weak to do hard labour. Most of 
the time they sit in their room and watch 
television. 

During the school year, the three Noda 
children are not able to work in the fields 
very often. Most nights they have 
homework to do. Each child has his own 
study desk in the big farmhouse. 


Yuriko, the oldest Noda girl, takes a bus 
to her high school. Her younger sister 
Hiroko and her brother Seiji ride their 
bicycles to a junior high school two miles 
from home. 

Yuriko will graduate next March, and she 
thinks she would like to become a nurse. 
Shizue is very much in favour of the idea. 
Yuriko’s grandparents feel she should just 
learn to be a good wife. But Ichiro wants to 
be able to send all of his children to college, 
even if he has to sell part of the farm to get 
the money for it. 


The Noda girls’ room is a good 
place to study and relax. Why 
do you suppose this is true? 
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The television company where 
Michiko works provides its 
workers with a clean, modern 
building. Why do you think this 
is important? What flag is the 
company flying? 
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Michiko Noda, Inspector 


Ichiro’s younger sister, Michiko, has lived 
and worked in Moriguchi City for six years. 
She works for a large factory that puts 
together colour television sets. More than 
600 people work in the factory. Michiko 
shares a room with a girl-friend in one of 
the dormitories the factory has built for its 
workers. 

Five mornings a week Michiko and her 
room-mate walk from the dormitory to the 
factory, which is just a few blocks away. 
Their work day starts at eight o’clock. 
Before they sit down to begin work, they 
join the others in singing the company song. 


In Michiko’s department, 50 young 
women sit on tall stools in front of a long 
workbench. A conveyor belt moves along 
in front of them, carrying the television sets. 
Each girl has a certain job to do on each set. 
Michiko and another woman sit at the end 
of the moving belt. They look carefully at 
each set to make sure it was put together 
correctly. 

After work, Michiko and her friends 
sometimes take the train into Osaka City. 
They go to the movies or window-shop. 
Every few weeks some of the girls get 
together and take weekend trips to other 
parts of Japan. Michiko spends most of her 
weekends with the family in Sechigo. It is 
fun to visit with Ichiro and Shizue and play 
with the children. 

Lately, Shizue and Ichiro have been trying 
to find a good husband for Michiko. They 
ask friends and neighbours to help. But it is 
not easy. Most of the unmarried young men 
in Sechigo have moved to the city. 


What things do you think 
Michiko might like about her 
job? What might she not like? 
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Which items sold in the Katos’ 
store can you find in this 
picture? 
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The Katos’ Little Store 


Akira Kato worked for many years as a 
salesman for a clothing store in Osaka City. 
He had always wanted a little store of his 
own and kept saving his money. He knew 
that when he got old he would have to 
retire. The clothing store would not provide 
a pension for him. And he and his wife 
would not be able to live on the tiny amount 
of money the government gives to old 
people. With a store of his own, he could 
go on working as long as he wanted. 

After their children were grown and 
married, Akira and his wife began looking 
for a store to buy. They decided on some 
property near the town of Toyonaka. That 
was ten years ago. 


As in other parts of Osaka 
Prefecture, the empty land near 
Toyonaka is disappearing. Can 
you tell what these men are 
doing? 


It took all their savings to buy the land. 
They built three houses, which they rent out, 
and a little general store. They have a living 
room and a kitchen and a bath behind the 
store. 

When the little store was first built, there 
were empty fields across the street. Not 
many fields remain today. Many new 
houses and apartment buildings have been 
built, and more are being built every day. 

The first products the Katos sold were 
snack items—bread, rolls, cookies, milk, and 
soft drinks. Soon people were asking for 
other items. So the Katos started selling 
other things—soap, toilet paper, soy sauce, 
fresh eggs. 
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New shopping centres are being 
built in many parts of Osaka 
Prefecture. What are some of 
the reasons people might want 
to shop at a shopping centre 
rather than go to a downtown 
area? 





Today they sell many different items. 

Each year they have earned enough money 
to buy more equipment. Now they have an 
ice-cream freezer, a cooler for milk and soft 
drinks, glass cases for rolls and bread, a 
bread slicer, and shelves for canned fruit, 
juices, and packages of crackers and cookies. 

The Katos keep their store open from 7:00 
a.m. to 11:00 p.m. Morning is the busiest 
time. The neighbourhood wives do their 
shopping then, and children come to buy 
candy and bubble gum. A few times a day 
there will be a phone call for somebody 
living nearby who does not have a telephone. 
One of the Katos goes to tell the person to 
come and answer the call. 

Sometimes both of the Katos are away 
from the store for a short while during the 
day. They do not worry too much about 
stealing in this neighbourhood, not like they 
would downtown. When a customer sees 
nobody is in the store, he usually takes what 
he came for and leaves the money on the 
counter. 

The Katos hope their store will continue 
for many more years. However, a new 
shopping centre has opened a few blocks 
away. It has several shops which are 
branches of famous chain stores. 
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Shigeru Mori: Burakumin 


The Katos may have to change what they 
do for a living. But they have a chance to 
choose what else they want to do. Other 
people do not have that chance. They may 
be poor and untrained and be forced to take 
any job they can get. In some parts of 
Osaka Prefecture people huddle together in 
shacks, unable to find work. They try to 
live on the little money the government 
gives them. Others are crippled, or too sick 
to work. And still others are stopped by 
prejudice. They are the special villagers— 
the Burakumin. 


When Shigeru Mori looks into a mirror 
he can’t see any difference between himself 
and other Japanese men. Yet when he was 
very young, he learned that other people 
thought he was dirty and dangerous. 


One day, while he was playing with three 
boys from the next village, a grown-up said 
something to them. All of a sudden, 
Shigeru’s friends shouted at him. They said 
he was dirty and turned and ran to their 
homes. 


Shigeru walked home and asked his 
mother about what had happened. She 
explained that his grandparents, his great- 
grandparents, and great-great-grandparents 
were leatherworkers and butchers. A long 
time ago those jobs were thought to be dirty. 
Only the lowest people would work as 
leatherworkers and butchers. At one time 
they were not even counted in the census as 
ordinary people. They were listed with the 
animals. 
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Shigeru’s job delivering 
appliances lasted only a short 
time. Can you explain whye 
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And so Shigeru found out that because of 
the kind of work his relatives had done, he 
was still thought to be dirty. 


Laws were passed 100 years ago saying 
that nobody was to be treated as a 
Burakumin anymore. The laws say that 
Burakumin are as good as any other 
Japanese, and have the same rights. But 
the problem still remains. Most Burakumin 
still live apart from other people in special 
villages. So some people speak of them as 
“special villagers.’ Most church groups and 
teachers work to overcome this prejudice. 


Special villagers find it hard to get good 
jobs. They also find that other Japanese do 
not want to marry them. Their families 
remain poor and cannot send their children 
to school for more than a few years. The 
government offers free elementary school 
and junior high school for the special 
villagers, just as it does for all Japanese 
children. But Shigeru discovered, when he 
got to junior high school, that some teachers 
made him and the rest of the dirty ones sit 
in the back of the room. 


There was no chance that Shigeru’s family 
could send him to high school. Since he 
graduated from junior high school, he has 
worked at several different jobs. For a while 
he was helping to build dikes along rivers. 
Then he washed cars and sold gas at a gas 
station. 

Once he got a job delivering refrigerators 
for an appliance store in Osaka City. He was 
soon learning a lot about how to repair the 
appliances and keep them running 
well. 


There are many gas stations 
throughout Osaka Prefecture. 
What does this tell you about 
life in the Prefecture? 


But then he began to worry. Somebody 
might decide to check up on where he came 
from. If that happened he would probably 
lose his job. His employer might not care 
where he came from, but some customers 
would not want a Burakumin coming into 
their homes. 

Rather than have that happen, Shigeru 
went back to the village. Lately he has been 
working in a little factory in the village that 
makes sandals. 

Shigeru would like to start his own 
appliance repair business, but the people in 
his village are too poor to own many 
appliances. Perhaps times will change. One 
day he will return to Osaka City, and 
maybe get his old job back. 
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What city is the capital of Japan? How could you 
travel from there to Osaka City? In what direction 
would you travel? How far would you travel? 
From the top map on the opposite page, can you 
tell which prefecture is Osaka’s neighbour to the 
south? Which is to the east? From the bottom 
map on the opposite page, what difference do 
you notice between the products of the region 
around Osaka and those around Sapporo? 
































Japan __ Prefectures ‘, 
1. Aichi 16, lwate 31. Okayama 
2. Akita 17, Kagawa 32. Osaka "4 
3. Aomori 18. Kagoshima 53. Saga 
4. Chiba 19. Kanagawa 34. Saitama 12 . 
5. Ehime 20. Kochi 35. Shiga 
6. Fukui 21.Kumamoto 36. Shimane > 
7. Fukuoka 22. Kyoto 37. Shizuoka 
8. Fukushima 23, Mie 38. Tochigi ~ 
9. Gifu 24. Miyagi 39 Tokaschintis Ss Hokkaido 
10. Gumma 25. Miyazaki 40. Tokyo 
11. Hiroshima 26, Nagano 41. Tottori 
12. Hokkaido 27, Nagasaki 42, Toyama 
13. Hyogo 28. Nara 43. Wakayama 
14. Ibaraki 29. Niigata 44. Yamagata 
15. Ishikawa 30, Oita 45. Yamaguchi 
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Automobiles and farm equipment built in Osaka 
are sold throughout the world. Where in Osaka 
Prefecture might these factories be located? 





Thinking About Osaka Prefecture 


1. Imagine you are going to spend a week visiting 
Tadashi and Miyoshi in their danchi in Osaka City. 
Draw a picture of something in Tadashi’s home 
that you think might be very different from 
something in your home. 

Meet in a small group (three or four) to share 
your drawing with others. Look for ideas that are 
different from yours. 


2. Work with two or three other students to list 
three ways that you think Mrs. Tanaka’s daily life 
is different from the daily life of the mothers you 
know. Act out how Mrs. Tanaka would do these 
things and how the mothers you know would do 
them. 

One group might plan a mini-play that would 
show: 


How the Tanaka family’s life might change if 
they moved to Sechigo. 


3. List some problems that Osaka Prefecture has. 
Listen carefully at home for three or four evenings 
to see whether your parents or someone on TV 
talks about the same kinds of problems. Look in 
newspapers and magazines to see if you can find 
the same kinds of problems. Report to the class 
about the problems and what people say should 
be done about them. 


4. Pretend that you have been hired by Super 
Duper Airlines to make a mini-poster. The 
purpose of your mini-poster is to attract people to 
Osaka Prefecture. Make a list of the things about 
Osaka Prefecture you think would make people 
want to visit it. Make your own illustrations for 
the items on your list. You could use coloured 
pencils, felt-tipped pens, finger paints, water 
colours, chalk, or even yarn. 
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Glossary 


This glossary contains some of the foreign words and names in this book. You can use the glossary 
as you would use a dictionary. The glossary will give you the meanings of the foreign words, and 
will show you how to pronounce the foreign words and names. 

The pronunciation of each word is shown just after the word, in this way: abbreviate (a bré’vé at). 
The letters and signs used are pronounced as in the words below. The mark ’ is placed after a syllable 
with primary or heavy accent, as in the example above. The mark ’ after a syllable shows a secondary 
or lighter accent, as in abbreviation (a bré’vé a’shan). (From Thorndike-Barnhart Beginning Dictionary 
by E. L. Thorndike and Clarence L. Barnhart. Copyright © 1968 by Scott, Foresman and Company. 
Reprinted by permission.) 
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The People of Osaka Prefecture 


Akira (a ki 1a) 


Burakumin (bi la’kti min) 


danchi (dan’chi)—a government-built apartment 


building 
Hankyu (han’kyii) 
Hara (ha ra’) 
Hiroko (hi’l6 ko) 
Ichiro (€ chi 16) 
Jiro (ji 16) 
Kato (ka’t6) 
Kimiko (ki’mi k6) 
Michiko (mi’chi ko) 
Miyo chan (mi’yo chan) 
Miyoshi (mi y0’ shi) 
Mori (m6 li) 
Moriguchi (m6 li’gti chi) 
Nobuo (no bu 6) 
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Noda (n6 da) 
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